
The Jade Buddha Project is arguably the largest 
and most magnificent Buddha ever carved 
from gemstone-quality true jade. The Buddha, 
including lotus and throne will be nearly 3.5 
metres (11.4 feet) tall. The Great Jade Buddha 
will be a wonder of the world.

Lama Zopa Rinpoche has said “It will illuminate 
the world and bring inconceivable peace and 
happiness and help prevent the destruction that 
is happening so much in the world, including 
war.” The Buddha inside the Mahabodhi Stupa 
in Bodh Gaya (India) is the model for the Great 
Jade Buddha. This Buddha was chosen because 
it is universally recognised by all Buddhists.

Polar Pride - the find of the millennium 
In the year 2,000 the most amazing discovery 
was made. It was the largest boulder ever 
found of flawless, gem-quality polar jade. This 
18 tonne boulder was named Polar Pride. In 
the world of jade, it has been described as “the 
find of the millennium”. 

The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion 
The Jade Buddha will be toured to major cities 
in Asia and Australia before being installed in 
a dragon temple next to The Great Stupa of 
Universal Compassion in Bendigo, Australia. 
The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion 
will be the largest Stupa outside Asia and will 
be a place of pilgrimage for Buddhists of all 
traditions. 

The Jade Buddha Project

Lama Zopa Rinpoche with a Polar Jade mala.

The Buddha inside the Mahabodhi Stupa is the model for the Jade Buddha.

Kirk Makepeace and Ian Green with the two “halves” of Polar Pride.




